EDUCATION  FOR A  WORLD  ADRIFT

Virgil, Dante, Shakespeare, Milton, Goethe, Shelley,
Wordsworth have indeed something common in their
fundamental attitude to life, but a mind formed by their
study is not likely to be one-sided or blind. There would
be more justice in the criticism that a standard derived
from them would be a Least Common Multiple, so vague
that no one would be offended by it but no one helped.

But when a critic speaks of the danger in forming the
. growing mind, I am inclined to ask him: 'And you, do you
not impose a view of life on your child? Do you allow him
to grow up dirty in person and habits, greedy, cruel, a liar,
an egotist living for himself? Do you say to him: some
people think that might is right and that the strong should
take what they can and the weak suffer what they must;
others think that life is a quest for pleasure and that the
wise man evades any duty to his state or his neighbour and
tries to live tranquil and undisturbed with his friends;
make up your mind on these points, I express no opinion
about them? Do you bring him up to believe that there is
no distinction between right and wrong? But if so, are you
not arbitrarily deciding the biggest of all questions? When
you come to history, do you leave your child to suppose
that Hitler is as good a model as Abraham Lincoln, that
burning heretics is a sound method of propagating religion,
that in the Industrial Revolution the champions of laissez-
faire may have been right and their opponents wrong?
Judgements on these points are more than a condemna-
tion of persons and facts; they imply and rest on a definite
view of life.' The fact is that the firmest believer in freedom
moulds, or, if we prefer the phrase, tyrannises over, the
mind of his child and takes liberty from it in the cradle.

It is fortunate that most people do try to implant a view
of life in their children, for if they do not teach, the world
does. Every film and newspaper and novel teaches. Every
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